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We are surrounded by many voices. 

There’s rarely a moment within our waking lives that 
someone or something isn’t calling out to us and-even in 
our sleep-dreams & nightmares ask for our attention. And 
each voice has its own particular cadence and message. 

Some voices invite us in, promising us life if we do this or 
that or buy a certain product or idea; others threaten us. 
Some voices beckon us towards hatred, bitterness, and 
anger, while others challenge is towards love, 
graciousness, and forgiveness. Some voices tell us that they 
are playful and humorous, not to be taken seriously, even 
as others trumpet that they are urgent and weighty, the 
voice of non-negotiable truth, God’s voice. 

Within all of these, which is the voice of God? How do we 
recognise God’s voice among & within all of these voices? 

That’s not easy to answer. 

God, as the scriptures tell us, is the author of everything 
that’s good, whether it bears a religious label or not. 
Hence, God’s voice is inside of many things that are not 
explicitly connected to faith & religion, just as God’s voice 
is also not in everything that masquerades as religious. 

But how do we discern that? 

Jesus leaves us a wonderful metaphor to work with, but it’s 
precisely only a metaphor. He tells us that he is the “Good 
Shepherd” and that his sheep will recognise his voice 
among all other voices. 

In sharing this metaphor, he is drawing upon a practice 
that was common among shepherds at the time. At night, 
for protection and companionship, shepherds would put 
their flocks together into a common enclosure. They would 
then separate the sheep in the morning by using their 
voices. Each shepherd had trained his sheep to be attuned 
to his voice and his voice only. 

The shepherd would walk away from the enclosure calling 
his sheep, often times by their individual names, and they 
would follow him. His sheep were so attuned to his voice 
that they would not follow the voice of another shepherd, 
even if that shepherd tried to trick them by imitating the 
voice of their own shepherd—shepherds often did this to 
try to steal someone else’s sheep! 

Like a baby who, at a point, will no longer be cuddled by 
the voice of a babysitter but wants & needs the voice of the 
mother, each sheep recognised intimately the voice that 
was safeguarding them & would not follow another voice. 

So too with us! 

Among all the voices that surround and beckon us, how do 

we discern the unique cadence of God’s voice? Which one 
is the voice of the Good Shepherd? 

There’s no easy answer and sometimes the best we can do 
is to trust our gut-feeling about right and wrong. 

But we have a number of principles that come to us from 
Jesus, from scripture, and from the deep wells of our 
Christian tradition that can help us. 

What follows is a series of principles to help us discern 
God’s voice among the multitude of voices that beckon us. 
What is the unique cadence of the voice of the Good 
Shepherd? 

• The voice of God is recognised both in whispers and in 
soft tones, even as it is recognised in thunder and in storm. 

• The voice of God is recognised wherever one sees life, joy, 
health, colour, and humour, even as it is recognised 
wherever one sees dying, suffering, conscriptive poverty, 
and a beaten-down spirit. 

• The voice of God is recognised in what calls us to what’s 
higher, sets us apart, & invites us to holiness, even as it is 
recognised in what calls us to humility, submergence into 
humanity, & in what refuses to denigrate our humanity. 

• The voice of God is recognised in what appears in our 
lives as “foreign,” as other, as “stranger,” even as it is 
recognised in the voice that beckons us home. 

• The voice of God is the one that most challenges and 
stretches us, even as it the only voice that ultimately 
soothes and comforts us. 

• The voice of God enters our lives as the greatest of all 
powers, even as it forever lies in vulnerability, like a 
helpless baby in the straw. 

• The voice of God is always heard in privileged way in the 
poor, even as it beckons us through the voice of the artist 
and the intellectual. 

• The voice of God always invites us to live beyond all fear, 
even as it inspires holy fear. 

• The voice of God is heard inside the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, even as it invites us never to deny the complexities 
of our world and our own lives. 

• The voice of God is always heard wherever there is 
genuine enjoyment and gratitude, even as it asks us to deny 
ourselves, die to ourselves, and freely relativise all the 
things of this world. 

The voice of God, it would seem, is forever found in 
paradox. 

Fr Ron Rolheiser omi (from the Centre for Liturgy, 
University of St Louis) 

Food for the spirit  
SEARCHING FOR GOD AMONG MANY VOICES 

They were like sheep without a shepherd;  and he began to teach them many things.     (Mk 6:34)  

Parish  Bulletin   Bloopers 
 

* Due to the Rector’s illness, Wednesday’s healing services will be discontinued until further notice. 
* Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa, will be speaking tonight at Calvary Methodist. Come hear Bertha Belch all the 
way from Africa. 
* The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the delight of the audience. 
* On a church bulletin during the minister’s illness: GOD IS GOOD; Dr. Hargreaves is better. 
* The pastor will preach his farewell message, after which the choir will sing, “Break Forth Into Joy.” 
* We are grateful for the help of those who cleaned up the grounds around the church building and the rector. 
* Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood donors for more transfusions. She is also having trouble sleeping and 
requests tapes of Father Nelson’s sermons. 
* During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed the rare privilege of hearing a good sermon when J.F. Stubbs supplied our 
pulpit. 
* Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in their 
school days. 
* Year 7 will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the church basement on Friday at 7 p.m. The congregation is invited 
to attend this tragedy. 
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Hymns for the 16th Sunday in Ordinary T ime 

Used with permission. All rights reserved. *OneLicense # A-730534 / **CCLI 

ENTRANCE HYMN: BLEST BE THE LORD     
Antiphon: Blest be the Lord; blest be the Lord, 
                 The God of mercy, the God who saves. 
                  I shall not fear the dark of night, 
                 Nor the arrow that flies by day. 
 

God will release me from the nets of all my foes 
and will protect me from their wicked hands. 
Beneath the shadows of God’s wings I will rejoice 
To find a dwelling place secure.  
 

I need not shrink before the terrors of the night 
Nor stand alone before the light of day. 
No harm shall come to me, no arrow strike me down, 
No evil settle in my soul. 
  

Words & Music Dan Schutte © 1976, OCP. * 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:   LIKE A SHEPHERD 
 

Refrain:  Like a shepherd he feeds his flock 
and gathers the lambs in his arms, 
holding them carefully close to his heart, 
leading them home. 
 

Say to the cities of Judah: 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Go to the mountaintop, lift your voice: 
Jerusalem, here is your God. Refrain 
 

I myself will shepherd them, 
for others have led them astray. 
The lost I will rescue and heal their wounds 
and pasture them, giving them rest.   Refrain 
  

Robert J Dufford © 1976 Robert J Dufford, SJ & New Dawn Music.*  
 

COMMUNION:  CHRISTIANS LET US LOVE ONE ANOTHER  
 

1. Christians let us love one another 
as we share the true living bread  
 

Jesus is our God and our brother; 
with his flesh and blood we are fed. 
 

Refrain:      Everyone who loves is born of God.  Jesus is our 
life, God is love. 
  

2. We who break this bread are one body,  
we who share this cup are all one  
Children of our Father in heaven,  
we are heirs of God’s only Son. 
  

3. We who eat and drink at this table  
die and rise again with our Lord.  
Drawing from our rock living water 
For all those who thirst for accord 
  

4. Wheat and grape incarnate a myst’ry; 
Jesus is the true living bread. 
Let us eat with joy and thanksgiving, 
Trusting in the word he has said 
  

5. Jesus is the vine, we the branches; 
We are grains of wheat, Christ the bread. 
Those who eat this bread live for ever, 
One with Christ, our Lord and our bread. 
  

Claudia Foltz, SNJM and Armand Nigro, SJ © 1973, OCP.   
 

RECESSIONAL:   ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH  

  

Refr: All the ends of the earth, all you creatures of the sea, 
Lift up your eyes to the wonders of the Lord. 
For the Lord of the earth, the Master of the sea, 
Has come with justice for the world. 
 

Break into song at the deeds of the Lord, 
The wonders God has done in ev’ry age.   Refrain 
 

Heaven and earth shall rejoice in God’s might; 
Ev’ry heart ev’ry nation call him Lord.   Refrain 
 
 

Words and Music  1981 Robert J Dufford SJ and OCP.  * 

St Mary Magdalene 
 

This Monday is the celebration of St Mary Magdalene.   Pope Francis has 
gone to great effort to stress Mary Magdalene’s proper role in our faith.   
For over a millennium she was erroneously identified with the woman 
in the Gospel who was a prostitute (Luke 7: 36-50) —an identification 
which the Gospel itself never makes, a mistake which found its origin in 
the Christmas homily of the sixth century Pope Gregory I. 

Mary’s true significance is her prominence as a faithful disciple of 
Jesus—being mentioned in the Gospels more than most of the apostles.  
Matthew, Mark and John tell us that she was present at the crucifixion. 
Her role came to its climax in being the first witness to the Resurrection.   
The Gospel tells us that Mary and the other women with her were the 
ones who went to tell the apostles that Jesus had risen. 

For this reason Pope Francis has given her the title of ‘apostle to the 
apostles’ and elevated her celebration from a mere Memoria to the level 
of ‘Feast’.   This is very telling as it is only the Lord himself, his Mother, 
and the apostles who have celebrations at the rank of ‘Feast’. 

 

St Mary Magdalene offers an important balance to the Church’s 
tendency to focus on the role of male disciples.   This Monday we 
celebrate the woman who was ‘apostle to the apostles’, the first bearer of 
the Good News of the Resurrection. 
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GLORIA: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  O God, almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 

THE PSALM      Ps 22 (23) 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where God gives me repose. 
Near restful waters the Lord leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. 
 

The Lord guides me along the right path; 
God is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff, 
with these you give me comfort. 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have set us free. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (John 10:27) 

Alleluia, alleluia! My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; I 
know them, and they follow me. Alleluia! 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God,   
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 

 (all bow at the following words in bold): 
 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,    
born of the Virgin Mary,  
 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,   
and is seated at the right hand   
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Holy Catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,    
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,   
and life everlasting.    Amen 

The point appears to be not just to stay the same your whole 
life but to grow, to really grow and open, grow in seeing, 

grow in awareness.  —Paula D’Arcy  

Retreat leader Paula D’Arcy recounts how she was 
transformed by the deep grief of losing her husband and 
daughter to a drunk driver:   

My call to this work came slowly because it didn’t come out 
of the light, it came out of an experience of darkness. 
During that period of time, I had an overwhelming sense 
that everything I had ever believed was too small—not 
necessarily wrong but needing to grow or expand. One of 
the things I confronted was my idea that the proof of a 
loving God was when things in your life were favourable. 
But in the face of my loss and all that had happened, 
something in me could not deny that God was nevertheless 
loving and with me. A considerable shift in my awareness 
was beginning to take place.   

I also had a growing sense that the darkness I felt was not a 
darkness without hope. The dark was luminous. It wasn’t 
something I could name at the time, I simply felt it to be 
from a realm greater than my human experience, and that 
it wanted to help me if I would turn toward it.    

I guess I would call it a force of love, and when I 
encountered it, my aliveness was heightened, right in the 

midst of the grief. All the things I used to worry about and 
focus on no longer mattered. As I focused on this love, my 
perspective grew. I understood for the first time that I 
wasn’t controlling anything. Life was happening on its own, 
and my eyes began to open to the whole world and all its 
suffering. I was hardly the first person to lose a husband or 
a child, but in my former comfortable life, before it 
happened to me, I hadn’t given this a lot of thought. But 
now that suffering was a lived experience, I realised there 
was so much I needed to change about how I understood 
life. I had to move beyond my old conclusions.   

The way I prayed changed during this time. Prior to my 
loss, my prayers had been petitions for things I hoped to 
have or intercessions for others. Now my one prayer was, 
“Show me. Show me,” or, “Teach me how to see.” A 
guidance from within began transforming me through that 
prayer. I felt a sincere desire to help others realize what I 
had begun to realise—that in the times for which there are 
no easy answers and when your suffering is great, 
something from within is able to help you, and wants to 
help you. It called me forward, and once I gave it my full 
attention, even though my circumstances were unchanged, 
I was changing. As my heart continued to open, I saw 
everything through new eyes.    

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION:   
THE PONT IS TO GROW 
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HOW TO CONTACT US 
Fr Colin Blayney, Parish Priest 
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au            0475 558 500 

Fr Stephen Hill, Priest-in-residence   0474 303 261  
fr.stephen@me.com  

_______________ 

Parish Office Hours:    Tue-Fri.   -   9.30am - 4pm 
Postal address:    PO Box 22, Lindfield NSW 2070 
P:  9416 3702           E: parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au 
Parish Website:   www.lindfieldkillara.org.au 

________________ 

For all of our staff click on ‘Our Parish’ on the website. 
________________ 

Holy Family School: 4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield               
E info@holyfamily.nsw.edu.au         Ph.7256 2141 

Ways  that you can support our parish 
 DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank a/c::  
1st Collection:  (providing for the priests of the parish & 
retired & sick clergy of the diocese): 
BSB 062 784   Ac  10000 1624  
2ndCollection:   (providing for all the 
operating costs of the parish): BSB 062 
784  Acct   10000 1623  

 CREDIT CARD : scan this code & then 
select each of our two collections: 

 PERIODIC PAYMENTS FROM YOUR CREDIT 
CARD:  just click on the hotlink box entitled ‘Supporting 
p a r i s h  f i n a n c e s ’  o n  o u r  h o m e p a g e 
( w w w . l i n d f i e l d k i l l a r a . o r g . a u )  o r  e m a i l 
accounts@lindfieldkillara.org.au for assistance. 

 The TAP MACHINES are available in our two churches. 

Lord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us 
the gift of everlasting life. Grant that life to:  

Please pray for the gift of eternal life for Diana Roche of 
our parish who died recently.  The Funeral Mass for Diana 
will be celebrated this Wednesday 24th July at 11:30am at 

Holy Family Church at Lindfield.   
 

Recently deceased:   John McCarthy (uncle of Anthony 
Cassidy), Wandy Kopczynskiej, Sue Simmons (wife of 
Deacon Paul Simmons), Bishop Kevin Manning, Helen 
Loneragan, Anthony Baynie, Donald Drake, Lorraine 
Notley, Malcolm Hill, Horrie Falzon, Dr Frank Hume, 
Raymond Chan, Victoria Gray, Pierre Yves Pascal. 
Anniversary: Keith McCormick (father of Josie 
McCormick), Anunciacion Gadiane, And for: Vito Zepinic. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  Brendan Walsh, Diane 
McGirr, Evina Wong, Mary Moran, Peter Tsang, Wolfgang 
Liers, Tanya Walsh, Jutta Mathur, Jessica Keen, Therese 
Playoust, Ali Crawford, Morna Sutherland, Barbara 
McMullen, Jesse Langford, Cyril Ferriere, Alex Noble, 
William Wise, Rosanna Comastri, Janette Brennan. 

PARISH DIARY   
Every Wednesday:  8:00am   Meditation (online) 

JULY 
Sun. 21st After 6pm Mass:   Parish Pizza Night 
Wed. 24th 10:00am Parish Book Group 
 7:30pm Scripture study (online) 
Fri. 26th 11:00am Seniors’ Social group 
Sun. 28th 10:15am Children’s Mass, with 

Children’s Choir, followed 
by morning tea and kids 
activities 

SUNDAY  MASS  ROSTER 

Saturday 20 Jul. 27 Jul. 

Lindfield 6:00 pm Fr Stephen Fr Stephen 
Killara 5:30 pm Fr Colin Fr David Strong 

Sunday 21 Jul. 28 Jul. 
Lindfield 8:30 am Fr Stephen Fr David Strong 

Killara 9:00 am Fr Colin Fr Ansalem Lakra 
Lindfield 10:15 am Fr Ansalem Lakra Fr David Strong 

Lindfield 12:00 pm Fr Joey Frez Fr Ansalem Lakra 
Lindfield 6:00pm Fr Joey Frez Fr Ansalem Lakra 

mailto:fr.stephen@me.com
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RENOVATIONS & BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE 

CHRIS IACONO 

Parishioner 
All work large and small 

Lic 89879c 
Fully Insured 

50 years experience 
0412 256 616 

chris.iacono@bigpond.com 

 


